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From  the  Editor 

Another  issue  and  another  chance  to 
highlight  some  of  the  various  ways  that 
barriers  are  being  removed  to  make 
transportation  in  Alberta  more 
accessible  for  everyone.  Our  feature 
article  is  on  Drumheller  and  the 
resourceful  way  that  they  yve  been  able 
to  provide  accessible  services  for  an 
increasing  number  of  people.  We ’ve 
also  included  some  information  of 
specific  interest  to  people  who  may  be 
travelling  this  summer. 

If  you  know  of  any  community , or 
person  for  that  matter , who  is  making  a 
difference , give  us  a call  at  427-7674. 

A DRIVING  FORCE  IN 
DRUMHELLER 

In  times  of  fiscal  restraint,  many 
communities  decide  to  provide  less 
services  or  even  discontinue  with  some 
services.  Not  Drumheller.  In  fact, 
they’ve  found  a way  to  pool  their 
resources  that  actually  increases  their 
transportation  services. 

The  Valley  Bus  Service  provides 
transportation  for  seniors,  persons  with 


disabilities  and/or  special  needs.  This 
also  includes  providing  transit  for  Early 
Childhood  Services  students,  because 
they  have  a special  need  in  terms  of 
transportation  requirements. 

According  to  Darwin  Durnie, 
Drumheller  Director  of  Engineering 
Services,  the  Valley  Bus  Society  (VBS) 
was  formed  through  a co-operative 
effort  between  the  Elks  Club,  the  Ladies 
of  the  Royal  Purple  and  the  City  of 
Drumheller.  The  VBS  Board  consists  of 
nine  members  from  the  community, 
including  Barb  Penner,  President,  and 
Doug  Higdon,  who  operates  as  both  the 
Co-ordinator  and  part-time  driver.  The 
Valley  Bus  Service  also  has  one  full- 
time driver  and  one  temporary  driver. 

By  pooling  their  resources,  as  well  as 
getting  some  funding  from  two  nearby 
municipal  districts  (namely  the  M.D.  of 
Kneehill  and  the  M.D.  of  Badlands),  the 
Valley  Bus  Service  is  able  to  offer 
accessible  transportation  to  residents  of 
Drumheller  as  well  as  a pocket  of  about 
200  people  in  the  surrounding  area. 
Service  is  provided  along  a fixed  route 
on  certain  days  as  well  as  through  Dial- 
A-Bus.  The  vehicles  are  owned  by  the 
City  of  Drumheller  and  are  operated  by 
the  Valley  Bus  Society. 


The  newest  addition  to  the  service  is  a 
14  passenger  bus  that  the  Drumheller 
Regional  Health  Complex  used  mainly 
for  recreational  purposes.  Thinking 
creatively,  the  board  approached  the 
hospital  and  worked  out  an  agreement 
whereby  the  hospital  would  use  the  bus 
on  certain  days  for  outings,  and  let  the 
Valley  Bus  Service  use  it  on  the  free 
days.  "It  works  well  as  a back  up  for 
us,"  says  Doug. 

According  to  Doug,  "The  Valley  Bus 
Society  Board  has  worked  closely  with 
the  City  of  Drumheller  to  open  doors 
and  open  minds  to  accept  certain 
conditions  and  move  ahead  with  it.  As  a 
result,  all  the  barriers  have  been  broken 
down." 


One  of  Drumheller' s three  accessible  buses. 

Adds  Darwin,  " If  every  community  got 
together  and  put  on  one  hat  for  the 
benefit  of  all  of  the  community,  it 
would  really  help  and  would  save  lots  in 
transportation  funding." 


Making  the  most  of  their  equipment,  the 
Valley  Bus  Service  also  offers  charters 
on  the  weekends  and  recently 
participated  in  a Disaster  Services  mock 
exercise.  Rest  assured  that  if  a major 
emergency  ever  arises,  the  Valley  Bus 
Service  will  be  there  to  accommodate 
stretchers  and  work  co-operatively  to  do 
what  needs  to  be  done. 

For  more  information  about 
Drumheller’s  Valley  Bus  Service, 
contact  Doug  Higdon  at  823-1319,  ext. 
119. 


Accessible  Rest  Areas 

As  we  anticipate  summer  vacations, 
many  Albertans  will  be  travelling 
around  Alberta.  If  you’re  travelling 
along  the  highways,  you’ll  want  to 
know  that  provincial  rest  stops  are 
accessible,  as  are  some  restaurants  and 
gas  stations. 


Highway  2 ’s  Dickinson-Stevenson  Stopping 
House  is  one  of  many  accessible  rest  areas. 


Medicine  Hat  Gets 
Recognized 

Sure,  the  two  time  World  Series 
Champion  Toronto  Blue  Jays  baseball 
team  recently  played  there.  But  even 
more  importantly,  Medicine  Hat  has 
been  recognized  by  the  federal 
government  for  its  initiatives  to  improve 
transportation  accessibility.  Based  on  its 
increased  accessibility  for  providing 
transportation  for  persons  with 
disabilities,  the  city  was  the  recipient  of 
the  Star  Award  from  Human  Resources 
Development  Canada. 

Medicine  Hat’s  Special  Transit  service 
consists  of  five,  low-floor  transit  buses 
and  two  wheelchair  accessible  taxis  to 
provide  transportation  for  persons  with 
disabilities.  About  850  clients  use  this 
specialized  service,  paying  a subsidized 
rate  of  $1.10  per  ride. 

Cool  Tours  More  Accessible 

If  your  summer  vacation  plans  include  a 
trip  to  the  Columbia  Icefield,  you’ll  be 
pleased  to  know  that  Brewster 
Transportation  and  Tours,  which  runs 
the  Columbia  Icefield  Snowmobile 
Tours,  has  added  an  accessible  snocoach 
to  its  fleet.  Designed  and  built  by 
Canada  Foremost  in  Calgary,  the 
accessible  snocoach  has  seating  space 
for  56  passengers  as  well  as  two 
wheelchairs.  An  all  terrain  vehicle,  it 
has  a lengthened  wheelbase  to 
accommodate  a hydraulic  lift. 

This  new  vehicle  allows  people  to  stay 


in  their  wheelchairs  throughout  the  tour 
and  also  to  get  off  the  bus  and  marvel  at 
the  scenery  when  everyone  else  takes  a 
break.  "We’ve  carried  all  sorts  of 
people  with  various  disabilities, 
including  Dr.  Stephen  Hawking,  but 
they  were  confined  to  view  and  enjoy 
the  tour  from  the  bus,"  said  Ed 
Newport,  General  Manager  of 
SnoCoach  Tours. 

As  more  and  more  people  with 
disabilities  travel,  many  of  them  taking 
in  the  natural  and  human  history  tour  of 
the  Columbia  Icefield,  the  need  for 
wheelchair  accessible  vehicles  is  a 
reality.  According  to  Ed,  "now  that  the 
design  has  been  created,  we  hope  that 
any  future  purchases  of  snocoaches  will 
be  the  accessible  models." 

For  more  information  about  the 
accessible  coach  or  the  tour,  contact  Ed 
Newport  at  762-6735. 


Visitors  can  now  use  an  accessible  snocoach  to 
tour  the  Columbia  Icefields. 

(Photo  credit:  Richard  A.  Brown) 


Positive  News  for  Air 
Travellers 


National  Library  of  Canada 


copy  of  the  report,  conta, 
Dmytryshyn  at  427-4575. 
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The  federal  government  has  recently 
prepared  a publication  that  will  be  of 
special  interest  to  anyone  with  a 
disability  who  has  encountered  problems 
in  travelling  as  a result  of  their 
disability. 

On  the  Move  — Improving  Access  for 
Travellers  with  Disabilities  details  the 
role  of  the  National  Transportation 
Agency  of  Canada  and  how  it  is 
working  to  break  down  the  barriers  for 
travellers  with  disabilities.  As  well,  an 
accompanying  document,  entitled  On  the 
Move  — Complaint  Guide  for  Removing 
Undue  Obstacles  to  the  Mobility  of 
Travellers  with  Disabilities , details  the 
information  needed  to  make  a formal 
complaint.  Both  publications  are  also 
available  in  braille,  audio  cassette  and 
computer  disk  formats  on  request. 

For  more  information  about  these 
publications,  contact  the  National 
Transportation  Agency  of  Canada  at 
(819)  997-6828. 


The  Results  are  In 

The  final  report  of  the  St.  Albert  low 
floor  accessible  bus  demonstration 
project  is  now  available.  The  evaluation 
report  contains  information  that  would 
be  useful  for  other  communities 
introducing  full  size  low  floor  transit 
buses  into  their  transit  system.  For  a 


Farewell,  but  not  Goodbye 

It  is  with  mixed  feelings  that  we  say 
farewell  to  Diane  Earl,  Barrier  Free  Co- 
ordinator at  Alberta  Transportation  and 
Utilities.  Diane  has  been  instrumental 
in  increasing  the  level  of  accessibility 
throughout  the  province,  and  the 
department  will  certainly  miss  her  input 
and  influence.  However,  Diane  is 
moving  on  to  a position  with  the 
Premier’s  Council  on  the  Status  of 
Persons  with  Disabilities  (effective 
August  1)  where  she  will  continue  to 
work  towards  breaking  down  the 
barriers  that  exist  for  persons  with 
disabilities.  Good  luck,  Diane! 
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Breaking  Down  ike  Barriers  is  published  by  Alberta 
Transportation  and  Utilities  in  an  effort  to  provide 
timely  information  about  transportation  issues  of 
interest  to  persons  with  disabilities  and  related 
organizations.  This  publication  is  distributed  to  all 
municipalities,  service  providers,  provincial 
organizations  and  consumer  groups  in  Alberta.  If  we’ve 
missed  any  interested  groups,  let  us  know  and  we  will 
include  them  on  the  mailing  list. 

The  views  and  opinions  expressed  in  Breaking  Down  the 
Barriers  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  or  policies 
of  the  Editorial  Board  or  Alberta  Transportation  and 
Utilities.  Any  article  in  this  publication  may  be 
reproduced  provided  credit  is  given  to  the  newsletter. 
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